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an international nonprofit
founded by lay Catholics
grounded in the Gospel
call to put the needs of the
marginalized and vulnerable
first. We build relationships of
mutual respect and support that
bridge cultural, religious and
economic divides. We invite all
people of goodwill to join us.
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John, an 8-year-old sponsored
child in Kenya, proudly displays
one of his schoolbooks. John is
sponsored by Peggy from Missouri.

Sponsored youth Julio, 17, stands with his mother,
Eloisa, outside their home in El Salvador. Smoke wafts
from inside the house, where Eloisa had just started a
wood fire to prepare dinner. Julio’s sponsors are Bill
and Jan from Massachusetts.

other members of Catholic faith
communities across the country,
have responded to our invitation
to help children and elders living
in poverty through one-to-one
sponsorship.

But neither Msgr. Mullen nor his
parishioners are about living in the
past. The St. Patrick’s community
is very much responding to the
challenges of the present, reaching
out to immigrant communities from
Latin America and Asia.

A lot of things go into making a
parish what it is, but two of the most
important are the pastor’s vision
for the community and the level of
commitment parishioners have in
fulfilling that vision. As it was with
most priests of his generation, Msgr.
Mullen’s vision was formed in
the renewals of Vatican II.

They’re learning what many of the
Catholic faithful across the country
— and many Unbound sponsors —
are also learning, and it’s a powerful
lesson for today: Sometimes the
difference between the stranger you
fear and the friend you embrace is just
a matter of getting to know a person.
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Msgr. Mike Mullen stands inside St. Patrick Church in Kansas City, Kansas. He has
been the pastor of St. Patrick’s for more than 22 years.

N

o pastor can singlehandedly create a caring
parish, but the love a pastor has for his people
can go a long way to inspire them.
Elaine Wright, a lifelong parishioner at St. Patrick Church
in Kansas City, Kansas, appreciates what Msgr. Mike Mullen
has brought to her community in his 22 years as pastor.
“He’s just there for anything that you need him for, to share
in the joys and to pray for you through whatever you have
going on, and give some direction,” Elaine said. “Msgr. really
cares about his people and their spiritual well-being.”
That care for the spiritual well-being of his parishioners includes
a desire to help them answer the call of the Gospel to respond to
the needs of the poor and vulnerable. Msgr. Mullen takes to heart his
role in helping to form the people of St. Patrick’s in the social mission
of the Catholic Church.
One of the ways he’s done that is by welcoming a priest from Unbound
to preside at weekend liturgies and invite parishioners to personally
connect with a child or elder living in poverty in another part of the world.
Besides providing that opportunity for his parishioners, Msgr. Mullen is
himself a long-time sponsor through Unbound, and now sponsors 3-year-old
Andrew in Ecuador.
“This is very doable,” he said. “It’s real. The priest [from Unbound] coming to
celebrate the liturgy, his example is powerful. His preaching sensitizes us to the
needs of the Church, and I think the assistance is practical the way it’s done.”
Elaine Wright agrees. She’s sponsored Samir, an 11-year-old boy in Honduras,
since 2010.
“Sponsorship has really been amazing to me,” Elaine said. “… And the talk
that Father Bob [Hasenkamp] gave when Unbound was there, and just talking
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about the need for sponsors and
what that small amount of monthly

Mullen early on. His seminary
formation in the years leading up to

income [from a sponsorship] can do
to a family in another country, it just
made an impression on me.”

the Second Vatican Council helped
prepare him for the changes already
being anticipated. Ordained in 1962,
just a few months before the council
opened, he remembers well the
energy and enthusiasm of those days.

It also made an impression on
parishioner Patricia Domnanish,
who sponsors Kindy, a 15-year-old
girl from Costa Rica. As a retired
teacher, Patricia has been especially
encouraging in her letters to Kindy
as she has struggled in school,
particularly with reading proficiency.
“I tell her it’s important to keep
trying, that it takes hard work to get
to the point that you can read easily,”
Patricia said.
Friendships like the ones between
Elaine and Samir and Patricia and
Kindy exemplify Unbound’s model
of one-to-one sponsorship. They also
exemplify the faithful’s response to
the Church’s social mission.
A commitment to the social mission
was instilled in the young Mike

The renewed call of Vatican II for the
laity to take a more prominent role in
the life of the Church was especially
exciting for the young Father Mullen.
“There were several themes in the
council that were prominent,” he
said. “And one of them was the model
of Church that said we all come up
from baptism as disciples. So that
is a mindset of Church that fosters
everybody taking their responsibility.”
He was particularly inspired by Pope
Paul VI’s 1967 social justice encyclical,
“Populorum Progressio” [The Progress
of Peoples], and Pope Paul’s vision of
the needs of the people throughout
the world and how the Church should
be responsive.

“I’m praying and hoping that
we all in the parish become
more aware that we’re part of
the universality of the Church.”
— Msgr. Mike Mullen

That same vision of the
Church’s social mission
was also formative for
Unbound’s founders, and
it greatly influenced
the values of the
organization they

built. It’s one reason why pastors
like Msgr. Mullen see Unbound as a

That was just the start.

viable and trustworthy way for their
parishioners to answer the call to
serve the poor and marginalized.

“Then, in 2013, we started a weekly
Mass in Burmese,” he said. “We have
a whole group that came to me —
young men and women — and said,
‘We’re immigrants here. We go to St.
Joseph, Missouri, every day and work
in the meatpacking plant. We go to a
nondenominational church because
they have translation services, but we’re
losing our [Catholic] faith. We want to
come here to worship every weekend.’ I
began saying Mass for them in English
and they’d respond in Burmese.”

Father Tim Coday, Unbound’s
preacher relations liaison, noted the
impact of pastors like Msgr. Mullen.
“They are true disciples, promoting
the Gospel message of caring for the
poor,” he said. “We are deeply grateful
to Msgr. Mullen and others working
hand in hand with our organization
to promote an awareness of the
reality of poverty and our Gospel call
to respond to bring relief to those in
that situation. Also, we are grateful
that they see us as a partner in
helping them promote social justice.”
At St. Patrick’s, promoting social
justice is a multifaceted endeavor.
Besides their support for outreach to
people in need outside the country,
under Msgr. Mullen’s leadership the
parish has also chosen to embrace
local immigrant communities.
“In 2012, on Palm Sunday, we began a
Mass in Spanish,” Msgr. Mullen said.
“About 300 people come, and we feel
much more connected to our brothers
and sisters who are not only here
but also have relatives in Mexico and
other Latin American countries.”

That ministry has grown to the point
that, today, a priest from Myanmar
resides at St. Patrick’s and serves the
Kansas City Burmese community.
“It’s a wonderful, different expression,
and new vitality in the parish,” Msgr.
Mullen said.
By participating in the Church’s
social mission in varied ways,
including sponsoring children and
elders through Unbound, St. Patrick’s
parishioners have the opportunity to
expand their view of the Church and
their role in it.
“I’m praying and hoping,” Msgr.
Mullen said, “that we all in the parish
become more aware that we’re part of
the universality of the Church.”
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Unbound Philanthropy.

endorsed by Heart of the Father Ministries or

Unbound is not affiliated or associated with or

parishvisit.org

parishcontact@unbound.org

(800) 466-7672

To invite a priest from Unbound to your parish:

the poor in a personal way by
connecting with a child or elder in
another country, and offering some rest
for you. We do this at no cost to you and
never take a collection or leave envelopes.

Priests from
Unbound are
available to serve
you by presiding
at weekend liturgies,
offering your parishioners
an opportunity to serve
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