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IT ALL BEGINS WITH

T

RELATIONSHIPS

he global Unbound community is woven together by hundreds of
thousands of unique and powerful connections. Unbound staff
members in 21 countries around the world build personal, collaborative
partnerships with families. Through these relationships, families are
encouraged and empowered. They devote their endless creativity and
determination to overcoming poverty. And behind all of this are Unbound
sponsors, who have opened themselves to the possibility of connecting with
someone on the other side of the world.
(continued)
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Bujji and Amala are part

Unbound is R E L A T I O N S H I P S

of the Lambadi tribe in
central India.

M

uch of the beauty of this world is the

their families. They connect with tireless, dedicated

product of the connection that happens

staff who get to know each family on a personal level

when one person opens themselves to

and listen to their unique stories. Families and staff

another. Cultivating a willingness to let

work together to identify what access or opportunities

someone in, to be affected by them and to care about

the families need in order to succeed. And through

them is a courageous act — and an act born of hope.

the partnership offered by a sponsor, families set out

Poverty isolates. Many under its weight are pushed
to the margins of society where they may be ignored

after that success.
Thanks to sponsors like you, children go to school,
elders have the nutrition and health care they need,

or forgotten. Unbound is where hope enters.
Sponsorship challenges isolation. A vibrant, caring
community welcomes sponsored individuals and
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and more mothers and fathers have the opportunity
to start or grow businesses to support their families.
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Together we help these families challenge the

feels more immediate, more intimate. That is the
power of connection.

historic and deeply false misjudgment of their

We are all connected. We are family. We believe

abilities and value.
Together we are building stronger, more connected

that our well-being is tied directly to how the most

communities and reconnecting those that may have

vulnerable members of society are faring. We are all

been forgotten.

in this together.

When you sponsor someone, you impact her life

Sponsors, staff, families … we are all co-architects

and the life of her family. Often that impact also

of this community, this experience. What we have

reaches into whole communities. Now, possibly

created together is remarkable. This issue of Living

without realizing it, your world is much bigger than

Unbound is a celebration of this community — of you,

it was before. And somehow, at the same time, it

of us.
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Bonds of love
Living in Hyderabad, India, it’s common to find
multigenerational households. Pranay (top) is
sponsored through Unbound, and the support he
receives improves the lives of everyone in this closeknit family, from his grandmother to his baby brother.
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Family business
When he’s not in school, 14-year-old Eugene is happy
to help his parents with the daily catch. He prepares the
traps while his mother, Billy, cuts bait. Living near the
coast in the island nation of the Philippines, the family
relies on fishing to earn income.
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You’re not alone
That’s the message staff
members like Edwin Cocon
(left) in Guatemala convey
when they make personal
visits to sponsored elders like
Calixta (right).
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Comforting touch
Ruth Balderrama Arandia, coordinator in La Paz,
Bolivia, comforts a sponsored elder on a visit to her
home.
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Best friends
Juana and Maria
are both sponsored
through Unbound
in San Martin,
Guatemala. With
plenty of experience
under their belts,
they know the best
thing in life is a true
friend.
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Circle of trust
Cultivating community is a cornerstone of Unbound’s
work. These mothers from Delhi, India, are part of a
mothers support group. The mothers help each other
deal with tough issues, from disciplining children
to spousal abuse, and discuss ideas for livelihood
initiatives. Through sharing their lives, they have
formed bonds of trust.
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Bridging the distance
Sponsors have the option of meeting their sponsored friends
on awareness trips. For Ellen Raspitha, her 2014 trip to
southern India strengthened the bond she had already
formed with Pavithra and her family through letters.
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Inspiring youth
Some of our most enthusiastic sponsors are students who
want to help others unlock their potential. Bishop McGannMercy High School in New York has several students who
sponsor through Unbound. It was on a trip to El Salvador with
her fellow classmates that high school student Gabriella got to
meet her sponsored friend, Dayana.
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THE POWER

OF WORDS

L

isa Brisley felt the worry in the words

“Thank you for all your help in connecting
us with Ivan, even if it is one last time,” Lisa

written by the Ugandan mothers.
A letter from the Atawola Tabanja

wrote in her letter to Unbound.
Lisa’s letter to the mothers group thanked

Mothers Group told Lisa and her

husband, Joe, that the teenager they had

them for “taking the time to write us such a

been sponsoring for eight years, Ivan, wasn’t

genuine, heartfelt letter.”
“We could sense your worry because you

participating in the program.
“Ivan has been walking with us for [a long

have not seen or heard from him as this is a
genuine concern,” Lisa wrote.

time] but we are now worried because we
no longer see him and hear about him,” the

In her letter to Ivan, Lisa asked him

mothers wrote in their letter, translated by

to reconsider his decision and rejoin the

a social worker from their native Luganda

sponsorship program.
“We know that life can be very hard and

language. “He is not willing to continue

a daily struggle,” she wrote. “But, life is

with us.”

also very beautiful when we focus on our

The Brisleys, who are from Oregon,
weren’t ready to give up on Ivan. They had

blessings and the love in our lives. …
“Love is the most powerful energy in

sponsored him since he was 9 years old,
after seeing his photo and family profile at a

the universe … it is limitless. Love has no
boundaries ... we love you from across the

church presentation.

world. … we love you like a son.

They wondered what could have
happened to cause the 17-year-old to turn

“Please write to us soon and let us know

his back on something that had meant so

that you are well and that you have received

much to him. They decided they would try

this letter. If you are not well, you need to
reach out for help. There are people who will

to find out.

help you. …

The Brisleys wrote to Unbound
headquarters in Kansas City and enclosed

“You are in our hearts and prayers.

letters for Ivan and the mothers group.

Please write us and tell us the truth of how

The letters were part of a series of

you are.”

communications that would involve the
couple, staff members in Kansas City and

The truth came in a letter from Ivan a few
months later. Lisa’s letter had reached him

Uganda, the mothers group and Ivan.
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Ivan, from Uganda,
writes his sponsors.
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thanks to the efforts of the staff

family’s home in Uganda. “We

and mothers in Uganda.

sometimes went hungry and

Ivan’s reply said he had
gotten involved with friends
who encouraged him to leave
school and made him think no

my mother was not able to
afford school fees.”
Things changed when the
Brisleys sponsored him and his

He felt proud to be part of
the group.
“At that time I felt good being
around them,” Ivan said. “I
felt that I belonged. They
understood me and we had

one else cared

so much fun

about him.

together.”

He was living

The boys

without hope.

encouraged him

“I am sorry

to drop out of

to tell you that

school.

I decided not

“They said that

to write to

being in school

you and I kept

is not important,”

away from

Ivan said.

[Unbound]

Lisa’s letter

all that time,”

gave him a lot to

Ivan wrote.

think about.

But after

“At first I

getting Lisa’s

felt annoyed

letter, he had a

because I was

change of heart.

feeling fed up

“I made a

with school

mistake to
think that no one loves me and
cares about me,” he wrote.
Ivan comes from a family of 10

and did not
school fees were covered.
Last year, though, Ivan began

want anyone telling me to go
back,” Ivan recalled. “Then at

to get off track. His mother had

night, as I went to bed, I took

and is the second youngest. His

gone to take care of his ailing

some time to think over the

father died when he was a small

uncle, and Ivan and his siblings

situation. …

boy, leaving his mother with the

were at home alone.

sole responsibility of taking care
of him and his siblings.
“Life was not easy,” Ivan
recalled in an interview at his

“I felt staying at home was

“My sponsors had done their
best to pay for my school fees

boring,” he said. “It was more

and I was letting them down and

interesting being around my

my mother, too. Lisa’s concern

friends.”
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“My life makes more sense
now that I HAVE A VISION
and hope to attain it.”- Ivan
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“WE ARE INSPIRED

by Ivan’s motivation and
determination...[and] we
hope it encourages others to
never give up.”
-Lisa, Ivan’s sponsor
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for me overwhelmed me.”
Ivan decided to return to

project staff for the love and

term benefits it affords them

support they have given to

and their families.
Ivan’s story shows what is

the sponsorship program

Ivan throughout his journey at

and school. He wants to be

Unbound,” Lisa said. “They were

possible when relationships are

an auto mechanic or even a

instrumental in reuniting us with

formed and a community comes

mechanical engineer.

Ivan when he was temporarily

together to rally around a young

away from Unbound.”

person who is struggling.

While Ivan, now 18, admits
that his studies are “a bit hard”

Many young people come

It also shows that letters can

and he’s struggling some,

to a point in their lives when

be life-changing. Young people

mostly in biology class, he’s

they reach a crossroads.

need positive voices in their lives.

happy to be back in school.

They may face a decision to

Lisa’s letter to Ivan expressed

continue in school or drop

how she and her husband felt,

now that I have a vision and

out to work and help support

and that broke through.

hope to attain it,” Ivan said.

their families. Some fall prey

“My life makes more sense

Lisa and Joe are grateful to

to gangs or other negative

Lisa stressed the importance
of letters.
“A letter creates a personal,

the community that reached

influences. Some become

out to Ivan to remind him there

discouraged and simply give

emotional connection that

were people who loved and

up on school.

delivers love and hope to your

cared about him, who wanted

Not all return to the

him to succeed and were there

sponsorship program like

to support him.

Ivan did.

“With grateful hearts, we

sponsored friend and vice
versa,” she said.
“Writing a check for your

Support from sponsors and

sponsored friend transforms

would like to thank the Atawola

Unbound helps young people

his or her life. Writing a letter

Tabanja Mothers Group and

choose education and the long-

transforms his or her heart.”

Ivan keeps a photo of his
sponsors on hand as he
reads their letters.
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A small note

MAKES A

BIG DIFFERENCE

I

t’s around 9 a.m. when Edwin Cocon, a social worker for Unbound in
Guatemala, walks into a large room with cinderblock walls and a round
tin roof. Wooden tables covered in plastic tablecloths line the walls, and
plastic lawn chairs are haphazardly arranged around them.
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There are almost 90,000 sponsored children, youth
and elders in Guatemala alone. With those numbers,
Guatemala is easily our largest program worldwide.

Cocon begins to straighten the chairs when
more than 100 sponsored children, with big smiles
and eyes that suggest an eagerness for the day’s
activity, flood into the room.
It’s letter-writing day, and there will be several
more to come. In a period of 11 days, more than
2,000 sponsored friends will visit this room and

Unbound stationery, and many decorate them
with drawings.
“Children write their letters with great care
because they want their sponsors to enjoy them,”

compose letters to their sponsors.
“We provide ideas for them, but they decide
what they want to write about,” Cocon said. Some

Cocon said.
Letters are an important part of building the

suggestions focus on things like what school is

relationship between sponsors and sponsored

like, how their parents earn a living, and what

friends. They help form connections that have the

their daily routine is like at home. “It’s a great

power to illuminate and change the lives of both

satisfaction to see how kids write their letters

parties. Letters provide vital links that foster hope

with so much love.”

in sponsored friends and their families. Letters

Sponsored friends start by writing drafts of

from their sponsors tell them they’re not alone,

their letters. Staff members review them for clarity

that good people out there care about them and

and help the children make corrections if needed.

want them to succeed.

Then, sponsored friends copy their letters onto
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(continued on page 22)

course and my hobbies. I even made a bed last year.”

(continued from page 21)

Bernabe and his sponsor have learned a lot

Bernabe is a sponsored youth who dreams of
having his own carpentry shop. He’s working on a

about each other through their letters. They write

letter to his sponsor, Howard.

to each other several times during the year.

“I am writing about the weather and how cold it
is,” Bernabe said. “I like to talk about my carpentry

Sponsored children often mention receiving
letters as one of their favorite things about
Unbound. They have deep appreciation and
affection for their sponsors and want to know
them better.
Writing to your sponsored friend reinforces that
they are important. Words of encouragement in a
simple note can have a lasting effect on a child’s
self-confidence and desire to succeed. With the
eLetter feature on our website, you can send a
message easily and save the cost of postage, too.
Go to unbound.org for more information.
When asked if he had a message for his sponsor,
Bernabe said, “Thank you for all of your support.

Bernabe writes to his sponsor, Howard.

Your words encourage me very much.”

Liscenia, 6, from Guatemala writes a letter
to her sponsor with her mother’s help.
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SHARE A FEW OF YOUR

favorite things
YOUR FRIEND WANTS TO KNOW ABOUT YOU!

Children and elders want to know their sponsors. “I want to know about my sponsor’s family and their likings,”
said 13-year-old Shruthi in India. That’s why we’re asking you to complete a list of your favorite things and send it
to your sponsored friend. Simply tear out the form, filling out only the top section. Be sure to leave the bottom half
blank so your friend can tell you about their favorite things, too. Mail the form to your friend. To ensure delivery,
don’t forget to write your friend’s name and CH# at the top of the form and use your Unbound mailing label on
your envelope. Contact us at (800) 875-6564 or mail@unbound.org if you need a label.
REMINDER: While we can’t guarantee that all sponsored friends will be able to fill out their forms, we have notified
our staff worldwide and they will do their best to ensure your friend returns it to you. Please be patient with the
time it takes to send and receive mail in the communities where we work.

My favorite things ...

Friend’s name and ID#:

Color:
Hobby:
Holiday:
Food:
Game/sport:
Song:
Book:
Class/subject:
Weather/season:

Your sponsored friend’s favorite things ...
Color/El color:
Hobby/El pasatiempo:
Holiday/Día de fiesta:
Food/La comida:
Sport/El Deporte:
Song/La canción:
Book/El libro:
School subject/Asignatura:
Season/La temporada:
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STEP UP AND

CHALLENGE POVERTY
CALLING ALL RUNNERS, CYCLISTS, WALKERS
AND ATHLETES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS
WITH A PASSION FOR HELPING KIDS

LIVE A BETTER LIFE
UnboundTrailblazers.org
Write a short message or draw a picture for your friend here.

Leave this space blank for your friend to draw a picture or write a message for you.
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Sponsored elder Paulo (left) with President/CEO Scott Wasserman.

REFLECTION

from the Unbound community

T

By Scott Wasserman
Unbound President/CEO
change, but we believe it’s also the right way to
treat one another.

he relationships that Unbound helps

Through sponsorship, you experience a

create flow from our deep respect for the

personal, authentic relationship with someone

dignity of each person and the belief that

overcoming poverty. You give hope to a child and

lives can and do change when one person

her family, or affirm the dignity of an elder.
Sponsorship is love put into action, and love

reaches out to another.
Co-founders Bob Hentzen and Jerry Tolle served

transforms. It exists beyond the barriers of

abroad as young missionaries with the Christian

language and geography. As Pope Francis said,

Brothers and Jesuits. They listened to and learned

“God’s love is unbounded. It has no limits.”

from the families they lived among. They felt called

Through your sponsorship, you have your own

to walk in solidarity with these families, supporting

story of transformative love. We invite you to

and encouraging them on their journeys. And they

share it.
Each child represents the unlimited potential

wanted to invite others to join them.
Inspired by their Catholic faith and the love

of a life. By sponsoring, you help a child realize

they felt for the families they met, our founders

that potential. Thank you for walking with your

created something special. Our program allows

sponsored friend in Unbound’s community of

people to form real, transformative relationships

compassion and hope. Help us continue the vision

based on mutual respect and understanding. This

of our founders. Reach out to someone and invite

connection not only cultivates real and lasting

them to walk with us by sponsoring a child.
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Striking chords
Nathalie listens outside
while her older cousin
Volatiana, who is
sponsored through
Unbound, records
Malagasy music for
the Voices of Unbound:
Madagascar CD.
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Voices of Unbound:

MADAGASCAR
The Voices of Unbound: Madagascar CD takes
you on a journey to the isolated island country of
Madagascar, located off the coast of southeastern
Africa. The Malagasy people shared their own
voices and cultural songs for this unique musical
compilation. This CD is the perfect gift for any
music lover — giving the listener a sense of the
gifts, capacities and cultures of the families with
whom we work. Visit unbound.org/music to get
your CD today. All proceeds will support Unbound
Education programs.
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