A NEW FUNDRAISING IDEA
FOR YOUTH GROUPS

INFORMATION PACKET

Serving others through sponsorship is an amazing way for young people here
in the U.S. to expand their worldview and do good in the world, and Unbound
offers a unique way for youth groups to be part of it, all while benefiting the youth
activities and events in your parish.
It's called "Raise Funds Raise Hope.” You help us raise hope, we help you raise
funds! It's simple: Your group works together to set up a table at your parish or
a local event, we provide folders with profiles of children and elders awaiting
sponsorship, and you help us find sponsors! In addition to a hosting a table, your
group can personally invite friends or family members to sponsor, or find other
creative ways to spread the message of sponsorship.

For every committed sponsor who
signs up over the next 60 days,
YOUR GROUP WILL EARN $50.
It's not only a great way to raise funds, it helps young people act on the Gospel call
to serve the poor. Learn all about how it works in the coming pages.

First, a little bit about Unbound:
We were founded in 1981 by lay Catholics grounded in the Gospel call to put
the needs of the marginalized and vulnerable first. We build relationships of
mutual respect and support that bridge cultural, religious and economic divides.
Supported by more than 260,000 sponsors, we serve 310,000 sponsored children,
young adults and elders in Latin America, Africa and Asia.
Have everyone in your group spend some time at unbound.org or on our blog at
blog.unbound.org to learn about our work and the impact of sponsorship.

NOW, HERE'S HOW
TO GET STARTED...

Getting Started
**

Get together and brainstorm events at which your group
might be able to host a sponsorship table. Contact those
venues to get permission to have a table and to select a date.

**

Based on the size of the event, estimate how many
sponsorships you can reasonably obtain so we know how
many sponsorship profiles to send. Contact us if you need
assistance on determining these numbers.

**

Once you have an event and date set, it’s time to let us
know so we can start gathering materials for you and get
them to you in time for your big day. Contact Unbound at
(800) 466-7672 or by emailing parishcontact@unbound.org.

FUNDRAISER

TIMELINE

Hosting a successful fundraiser takes planning, so here’s a timeline to
help you cover all the bases as you prepare for your fundraising event.

Two weeks before fundraiser
** Finalize your volunteer schedule for your
sponsorship table.

One month before fundraiser
** Place announcements in group literature and
social media, school papers and websites,
community resources, church bulletins, etc.
Sample announcements can be found on page 6.
** Begin to assign volunteers from your group who
will be working at the sponsorship table(s).
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** Have each person in your group create a
list of friends and family to contact about
sponsoring a child or elder and commit to
reaching out to them before the event.

One week before fundraiser
** Hold a brief training session for volunteers.
Educate them on their role and what they should
and shouldn’t do. (See pages 3-4 for details.)
** Make some decorations for your table — signs,
posters or a tablecloth..
** Make sure that all sponsorship materials from
Unbound have been received, including folders.
If you find that something is missing, call us at
(800) 466-7672.
** Check with group members to verify that they
know their assignments and time frames.

During fundraiser
** Display your folders so potential sponsors can easily see the
children, young adults and elders available for sponsorship.
** Make an announcement at the event, if possible. A sample
announcement can be found on page 6.

After fundraiser
** Organize all the completed sponsorship
forms and fill out the report form. Make
sure all folders are accounted for, both those
taken by sponsors and those still available.
** Complete the evaluation form and send all
materials to Unbound.

30 days after fundraiser
** You’ll receive your first check
from Unbound. Our final
contribution will follow within
90 days based on fulfilled
sponsorships.

** Have group members present at the table to answer questions
and to collect sponsorship forms from new sponsors.
** Smile! And help potential sponsors to find a new friend by
asking questions such as, “Is there any particular country or
age group you’re interested in?”
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1) WHAT UNBOUND SPONSORSHIP IS
Founded in 1981 by lay Catholics, Unbound partners
with families living in poverty in Latin America,
Africa and Asia, empowering them to become selfsufficient and fulfill their potential. Sponsorship
benefits are personalized and families may choose
food, educational expenses, home improvements,
microloans or other assistance, depending on their
needs and goals. Through these benefits, families
work to break the cycle of poverty.
Each child in our program has one sponsor, which
can be either an individual or a family. Sponsorship
involves a $36 monthly commitment. Sponsors
continue sponsoring as long as they choose, usually
until the child completes his or her education.

2) HOW TO SIGN UP TO SPONSOR

3

TWO THINGS
TO KNOW

Sponsors select the individual they wish to sponsor
from the available profiles. When someone chooses
a child, young adult or elder, the prospective sponsor
should complete the form inside the folder and give
it to the volunteer. No money is collected by the
volunteer. The sponsor may then take the folder home.
Within a week or so, they’ll hear directly from Unbound
on what happens next.

Since the young people and adults who help at a sponsorship table are
volunteers, no one expects them to be experts about sponsorship or
Unbound. All you really need is a basic understanding of what sponsorship
involves and the ability to sign people up. When you are staffing a
sponsorship table or training others on how to do so, the following are the
two most important things to focus on:

Keeping track of the forms is very important. Each form
is coded to match a specific folder, so it is important to
make sure that forms are not switched from one folder
to another. Once the folder is gone, that form is the
only record we have of who is sponsoring that person.
It is also the record that ensures that your group will
receive payment for that sponsorship.

FAQ

Here are some questions people at the event might ask volunteers.
Consider printing this page and having it at the table for reference.

HOW MUCH DOES SPONSORSHIP COST?
Sponsorship costs $36 a month.

ONCE I SELECT A FOLDER OF SOMEONE I WANT
TO SPONSOR, HOW DO I SIGN UP?
Open the folder and locate the sponsorship form (see page 5 for
a sample form). Fill out your contact information and give the
Unbound volunteer the top copy (the white form). Take the pink
form home with you as your confirmation, and use it to mail in
your first contribution if paying by check.

HOW MUCH ACTUALLY GOES FOR PROGRAMS
TO BENEFIT THE CHILDREN, YOUTH AND
ELDERS?
FUNDRAISING 4.1%
ADMINISTRATION 3.3%

More than 92 percent of what Unbound
spends is for program support.
Unbound receives high ratings from
charity watchdog groups. For more
information, visit unbound.org.

DO I PAY TODAY?
No, Unbound volunteers are not equipped to handle payments today.
Take the bottom form and the folder home, fill in your preferred payment
information, place the form in the envelope provided and mail it to
Unbound as soon as possible. Once Unbound confirms your information,
they will notify your new sponsored friend that you are her/his sponsor!
If you ever have any questions or want to change your payment options,
you can call Unbound at the number inside your folder.

CAN I TAKE A FOLDER HOME AND THINK ABOUT IT?
Because the folders help us keep track of the availability of children and
elders for sponsorship, Unbound can’t lend out folders without first
receiving the completed sponsorship form.

ARE MY CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE?
Yes, contributions made directly to Unbound are tax deductible.

SUPPOSE SOMEBODY ASKS A QUESTION YOU
CAN’T ANSWER?
Don’t worry! Nobody expects you to be an expert. Just refer the
person asking the question to these sources of information:
•

The Unbound guide to sponsorship, included in
every folder

•

Unbound’s website, unbound.org

•

Unbound’s Sponsor Services team, which can be reached at
(800) 875-6564 Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CST

92.6%
PROGRAM SUPPORT

SOURCE: 2015 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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SAMPLE FORMS
Unbound sponsorship form sample, page 1

Unbound sponsorship form sample, page 2

The top copy (white form) is kept by the volunteer.

The bottom copy (pink form) is kept by the sponsor.

Sign-up form
1. To sponsor, fill out this form.
form
2.Sign-up
Give the top
copy to the CFCA representative.
To sponsor,
fill out
this form.
3.1.Take
the folder
home.

Sign-up form
1. To sponsor, fill out this form.
2. Give the top copy to the CFCA representative.
3. Take the folder home.

2. Give the top copy to the CFCA representative.

I want
tofolder
sponsor
Juan Miguel Moreno Dominguez
3. Take
the
home.

a $30 monthly commitment.
with
I want to sponsor Juan Miguel Moreno Dominguez
with a $30 monthly commitment.
Please print clearly
Name

CH 631564

 I want to sponsor Juan Miguel Moreno Dominguez
with a $30 monthly commitment.

CH 631564

Please print clearly

Apt #

Address

City

Apt #

State

City

Zip

State

Email

Zip

Daytime phone (

Email

CH 631564

Please print clearly

Name
Address

Daytime phone (

)

)

Sign me up for: q eNews (monthly CFCA newsletter)

Name
Address

Apt #

City

State

Email

Sign me up for: q eNews (monthly CFCA newsletter)

q ePrayer (weekly opportunity to pray with the CFCA community)

q ePrayer (weekly opportunity to pray with the CFCA community)

Zip

Daytime phone (

)

Sign me up for: q eNews (monthly CFCA newsletter)
q ePrayer (weekly opportunity to pray with the CFCA community)

What’s
next?
What’s next?
Your sponsorship
when
youyou
send
in in
•• Your
sponsorshipwill
willbegin
begin
when
send
your first
your
first contribution.
contribution.

What’s next?
• Your sponsorship will begin when you send in

Use the pink form to select a payment method.
•• Use
the pink form to select a payment method.
• Mail the form to CFCA in the envelope provided.

• Mail the form to CFCA in the envelope provided.
Thank you for sponsoring your new friend.

your first contribution.
• Use the pink form to select a payment method.
• Mail the form to CFCA in the envelope provided.

Thank you for sponsoring your new friend.
Thank you for sponsoring your new friend.

Contributions are U.S. tax deductible.

Christian Foundation for Children and Aging
1 Elmwood Avenue, Kansas City, KS 66103
800.875.6564 • 913.384.6500
Christian Foundation for Children and Aging
www.hopeforafamily.org

1 Elmwood Avenue, Kansas City, KS 66103
800.875.6564 • 913.384.6500
www.hopeforafamily.org

For Office Use
Contributions are U.S. tax deductible.

30 31329 E 10/23/2010
For Office Use

30 31329 E 10/23/2010

30 31329 E 10/23/2010
CH 631564-Juan Miguel Moreno Dominguez

30 31329 E 10/23/2010
CH 631564-Juan Miguel Moreno Dominguez

For Office Use

30 31329 E 10/23/2010

30 31329 E 10/23/2010
CH 631564-Juan Miguel Moreno Dominguez

Sponsorship form, page 1: must be completed by the sponsor and left

Sponsorship form, page 2: goes home with the new sponsor, along with the

with the volunteer to be returned to Unbound. This is also the record that

folder. Sponsors should be encouraged to complete the payment method

ensures the youth group will receive credit for each sponsorship. NOTE: It

information and return the form directly to Unbound as soon as possible.

is important to make sure that the “CH” number on the form matches the
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Contributions are U.S. tax deductible.

Christian Foundation for Children and Aging
1 Elmwood Avenue, Kansas City, KS 66103
800.875.6564 • 913.384.6500
www.hopeforafamily.org

one on the folder since each form is coded for a specific child.

SAMPLE ANNOUNCEMENTS
AT EVENT
Spoken Announcement
For your event announcement, select a folder from the table, hold it up and share something about the child or
elder who needs a sponsor. Let’s say, for example, the person you chose is a child named Maria in Guatemala.
Hello, my name is [name], and I am here to represent [name of group], which hopes to raise enough money
to [goal of fundraising efforts]. We’d like to invite you to help us out in a very special way that will give hope
to children, young adults and elders living in poverty around the world — someone like Maria in Guatemala.
Maria’s parents work hard but earn very little money. With the help of somebody like you, Maria’s family could
afford school fees so she can get an education and work toward her dream of becoming a nurse.
We have folders representing many others as well. Please come by our table and learn how you can help support
[name of group] while helping a person in need overcome poverty.

WEEK OF FUNDRAISER

WEEK AFTER FUNDRAISER

Bulletin and/or event website announcement

Bulletin, website or spoken announcement

[Name of group] is partnering with Unbound to raise funds for [goal of

[Name of group] would like to thank all those who answered

fundraising efforts, e.g. mission trip, summer event, etc.] by helping

our invitation to become sponsors through Unbound. Thanks to

to find sponsors for children, young adults and elders living in poverty.

your generous response, we are even closer to our goal to [goal of

Through sponsorship, you can befriend a child, young adult or elder who

fundraising efforts]. But even more importantly, [number] children,

is working to overcome poverty, and when you do, you’re helping us, too!

young adults and elders living in poverty now have someone directly

Sponsorship includes a $36 monthly contribution and exchanging letters.

supporting them as they grow in hope for a better life!

Please find the Unbound table [at/on name of event/date] to learn more
and help to change a life.

There is still time to sponsor! If you would like to be a sponsor, please
contact [name of group contact and phone number/email address].
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