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@ STATE OF GLOBAL EDUCATION

Education Funding and Resource Allocation

Global education is facing a critical funding crisis. According to UNICEF, official
development assistance for education is projected to drop by $3.2 billion by 2026—a
24% decline from 2023. This reduction could force 6 million more children out of
school, especially in humanitarian settings where education often serves as a
lifeline. Primary education is expected to be hit hardest, with funding cuts
threatening not only access but also the quality of learning for over 290 million
students worldwide.

In Global Classmates’ communities, these global trends are deeply felt. Families
already navigating rising education costs and limited access to technology now face
additional uncertainty as international funding declines. Without urgent action, the
gap between educational opportunity and need will continue to widen.

@ Unbound’s Response

Investing in Students, Sustaining Futures

Unbound is responding to the global education funding crisis by expanding access
through its Scholarship Program, which empowers students to stay in school and
pursue their dreams. In 2024 alone, Unbound awarded scholarships to 9,421
students, 63% of whom were women. These scholarships are distributed via direct
cash transfers, allowing students to allocate funds toward tuition, books,
technology, and other essential needs.

By investing $4.06 million in scholarships last year, Unbound is helping students
overcome financial barriers and become leaders in their communities. Scholars also
receive personalized guidance and support from local staff, ensuring that their
educational journey is not only funded but nurtured.


https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-funding-cuts-could-force-6-million-more-children-out-school-coming-year

Learn more about how Unbound is advancing education:

(¥ Unbound Scholarship Program

% WHY YOUR PARTNERSHIP MATTERS

Your school’s ongoing partnership fuels the mission of Unbound and the Global
Classmates program. By prioritizing cross-cultural connection and global learning,
you’re helping shape students into compassionate, curious, and globally-minded
leaders.

Thanks to your commitment, students are:

e Strengthening language and cultural fluency through meaningful peer exchange.

e Growing in empathy and critical thinking by engaging with diverse, real-world
perspectives.

e Connecting classroom learning to global realities—and discovering their role in

creating change.

Together, we’re not just teaching—we’re transforming. Thank you for being part of
this journey.

TEACHER RESOURCES

In case you missed it, check out last month's newsletter! Newsletter August 2025
(Attached)

Explore new lesson plans aligned with the Global Classmates Global Competency
Standards in your dashboard. This month, you can check out the following:

e Primary School - 1%t to 5" Grades - Math Lessons

e Middle & High School - 6" to 12" Grades - Science Lessons

"Introducing Global Classmates lessons in my ELA class, there [were]
conversations that left room for students’ beliefs, thoughts, and opinions
where standard lessons did not.”

- Ms. Henry, Kansas City Kansas Middle School ELA Teacher


https://www.unbound.org/donate/scholarship-program

Mrs. Henry guides students
in a discussion of their
decision-making processes
during an in-person Poverty
Simulation at Unbound
Headquarters, and their key
takeaways from the
experience.

INCORPORATING GLOBAL CLASSMATES

The Global Classmates program offers rich opportunities to enhance instruction while
building students’ global awareness and empathy. Rather than treating the program as a
standalone activity, educators can integrate it into core instruction through tasks that align
with academic standards and Global Classmates Competency Goals.

Ways to Embed Global Competencies into ELA

L0 Reading & Analysis

Students read short stories, articles, and informational texts to explore cultural
traditions, global challenges, and human experiences. Lessons encourage close
reading, inference-making, and text-based discussions.

&5 Writing & Reflection

Students write letters, responses, and reflections that connect classroom learning
to their Global Classmate’s life. These tasks build empathy, narrative skills, and
persuasive writing abilities.

®: Speaking & Listening
Interactive protocols and role plays help students practice respectful dialogue,
collaborative problem-solving, and oral presentation skills.

Skills Students Develop
e Critical thinking
e Empathy and perspective-taking
e Evidence-based reasoning
e Digital collaboration



@ Extend the Learning: Ideas for Teachers

Educators can integrate Global Classmates themes into their own ELA lessons
by:

e Pairing literature with global themes (e.g., compare Esperanza Rising with stories from

Latin America)

e Using pen pal letters as mentor texts for personal narrative writing

e Creating classroom debates on global issues like access to education or climate change

e Exploring poetry from different cultures to discuss identity and worldview

e Assigning research projects on students’ Global Classmate’s country or community
These approaches help students see themselves as part of a global community
and apply literacy skills to real-world contexts.

®J FEEDBACK & CONTACT INFORMATION

We need your feedback!
Please complete a brief 10-minute survey. Your feedback is crucial for us to understand
your experiences and tailor our support to better meet your needs.

Your Global Classmates Team Support:

Meet Ariel (Ari) Griffin (arielg@unbound.org) and Brent Graham (brentg@unbound.org),
the program leads for Global Classmates. Brent works with schools in Kansas,
Missouri, Nebraska, and Indiana, while Ari supports schools in all other states. They
can assist you with any programmatic needs including teacher resources, fundraising
for education, and transitioning Global Classmates to community partners.

Need Account Support? Contact Sponsor Services Phone:
800.875.6564 Email: mail@unbound.org
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