
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER Global Classmates Newsletter 

 

With conferences and the holiday season approaching, we’ve combined our October 
and November updates into one newsletter and will share a final edition for the year 

in early December. 
 
 

   State of Global Education 
Empowering Students Through Support 
Across the education landscape, ensuring students have access to the resources they need 
remains a defining challenge. Students from low-income households often face barriers that go 
beyond tuition—limited access to technology, lack of mentorship, and the emotional toll of 
financial insecurity. These obstacles can derail even the most determined learners, widening the 
gap between opportunity and achievement. 
 

      Unbound’s Response: Turning Barriers Into Pathways 

Albert’s story reflects a growing trend in education: the need for holistic support that combines 
financial assistance with social-emotional guidance. Through the Unbound Scholarship Program, 
Albert receives funding for tuition and personalized mentorship, enabling him to pursue his dream 
of becoming a mechatronic engineer. This approach aligns with global priorities around expanding 
opportunity and STEM access, ensuring students not only stay in school but thrive in fields that 
shape the future. 
 
By investing in both academics and well-being, Unbound is helping students transform challenges 
into opportunities—proving that when we believe in their potential, they can become leaders in 
their communities and beyond. 

     Learn more about how Unbound is advancing education 
 
 

Your Partnership Matters 
Unbound’s Global Classmates Program thrives because of the strong leadership in our partner 
schools. This October, during Principals Appreciation Month, we had the privilege of visiting and 
personally thanking some of the incredible principals who make this work possible. Your 
dedication, vision, and commitment to creating opportunities for students to grow as global 
citizens inspire us every day. 
 

https://www.unbound.org/donate/scholarship-program


To all our principals—thank you for your hard work, leadership, and unwavering support. 
Together, we are expanding minds, hearts, and hands across the globe. 

 

 

Ari Griffin and Principal 
Rhodes (Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Catholic School) 

during Principal 
Appreciation Month.  

 
“I loved Meeting Principal 
Rhodes and seeing how 
the school keeps their 

classmates in their hearts 
throughout the year.”  
Ari Griffin – Unbound  

 

 
 

Teacher Resources  
We’ve been working behind the scenes to make sure every educator has easy access to the 
Teacher Resources Dashboard. To keep things simple and secure, each school will now have 
one shared login. This means accounts cannot have multiple associated profiles. 
As we make this adjustment, if you log in and don’t see your sponsored friends or the Teacher 
Resources, you may need to register your account again. It’s quick and easy—just follow these 
three steps: 
 

How to Register Your Account Online 
1. Go to the Unbound.org login page and click the “Register” button. 
2. Enter the following information:  

a. Member ID 
b. Name 
c. Zip Code 

3. Create a username and password to share with other teachers and set a security 
question. 

 
We’ve also made an update to the dashboard to make accessing Teacher Resources even easier. 
When you log in, you’ll see a message like this: 



 
 
If you have any issues accessing resources or logging in, please reach out to Brent Graham at 
brentg@unbound.org. We’re here to help! 

 
 

Incorporating Global Classmates 
The Global Classmates program offers rich opportunities to enhance math instruction while 
fostering students’ global awareness and empathy. Rather than treating the program as a 
standalone activity, educators can integrate it into core math lessons through tasks that align 
with Common Core Math Standards and Global Competency Goals. 

 
5 Ways to Embed Global Competencies into Math 

1. Global Word Problems: Create problems based on real-world issues like water usage or 
food distribution. 

➢ Suggestion: Use current global statistics to frame questions. 
2. Pen Pal Connections: Incorporate letters into math projects such as time zone 

calculations or currency conversions. 
➢ Suggestion: Have students convert prices from a classmate’s country into local 

currency. 
3. Data Comparisons: Analyze sustainability data from different countries. 

➢ Suggestion: Compare carbon emissions per capita and graph the results. 
4. Budgeting for Impact: Design service-learning projects where students create budgets for 

global initiatives. 
➢ Suggestion: Calculate costs for providing clean water to a community. 

5. Visualizing Global Trends: Use charts and graphs to explore international statistics. 
➢ Suggestion: Plot population growth across continents and discuss implications. 

 

mailto:brentg@unbound.org


These approaches help students see math as a tool for understanding and improving the world, 
while meeting Common Core expectations for reasoning, modeling, and problem-solving. 

 
 

Holiday Opportunities for Your Community 
Looking for a meaningful way to engage your community during this holiday season? Unbound 
Giving Tree kits are now available for schools or businesses interested in hosting a charity drive. 
Each kit includes 20+ ornaments with QR codes offering ways to support individuals, families, and 
communities on their paths out of poverty—through sponsorships, scholarships, and community 
initiatives. We encouraged you to share this opportunity with families who may want to involve 
local businesses in spreading hope during the holidays as well. 
 
For our religious education partners, we also have Advent activity materials designed to help 
students and families prepare for Christmas while putting faith into action. These resources can 
be shared directly or adapted for classroom use and will be added to the Teacher Resources 
Dashboard by November 17. 
 
To request a Giving Tree kit or ask questions about Advent resources, contact Brent Graham at 
brentg@unbound.org. 

 

Feedback & Contact Information 
We need your feedback! Please complete a brief 10-minute survey. Your feedback is crucial for us 
to understand your experiences and tailor our support to better meet your needs.  
 
Your Global Classmates Support Team:  

 

Meet Ariel (Ari) Griffin (arielg@unbound.org) 
and Brent Graham (brentg@unbound.org), 
the program leads for Global Classmates. 
Brent works with schools in Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, and Indiana, while Ari 
supports schools in all other states. They 
can assist you with any programmatic 
needs including teacher resources, 
fundraising for education, and transitioning 
Global Classmates to community partners.  
 

 
Need Account Support? Contact Sponsor Services    Phone: 800.875.6564    E-mail:mail@unbound.org 
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