
 

 

 

AUGUST Global Classmates Newsletter 

 

Why Your Partnership Matters 

Your school's partnership is vital to Unbound’s mission and the Global Classmates program. Your 
commitment to cross-cultural learning and student connection helps create a more compassionate, 
informed generation. Together, we’re building bridges that go beyond borders—fostering empathy, 
language growth, and global awareness in every classroom. 

Your partnership helps students: 

Build language and cultural fluency through authentic peer exchange.  

Develop critical thinking and empathy by engaging with real-world stories.  

Connect classroom learning to global realities—and see themselves as part of the solution. 

 

TEACHER RESOURCES  
If you need support introducing your class to your sponsored friend, please see the attached Word 
templates. Explore new lesson plans aligned with the Global Classmates’ Global Competency Standards 
in your dashboard.   
 
"The globalization of the lesson itself motivates the kids because they can relate to it directly... especially 

when we are serving an immigrant population."  
- Dr. Niboro, Kansas City Kansas Middle School Math Teacher 

file:///C:/Users/ArielG/OneDrive%20-%20Unbound/Global%20Classmates/Curriculum%20Development/GC-GlobalCompetencyStandards-Final.pdf


 

 

 
 
Dr. Niboro prepares students for a poverty simulation that invites them to step into the lives of their sponsored friends, building empathy, global awareness, and real-

world understanding through culturally relevant learning. 

 
 

🌍 State of Global Education 

Across the globe, educators are navigating the dual challenges of learning recovery and equity gaps. 

UNESCO reports that over 70% of 10-year-olds in low- and middle-income countries are unable to 

read a simple text. Meanwhile, digital access and language barriers continue to widen disparities in 

learning outcomes. 

In Global Classmates’ communities, families face rising costs of education, limited access to 

technology, and the long-term effects of interrupted schooling. 

 

💡 Unbound’s Response 

Unbound is responding with community-led solutions that prioritize dignity and agency. Through our 

partnership with Poverty Stoplight, families assess their own needs across six dimensions—including 

education, housing, and motivation—and create personalized “life maps” to guide their progress. 

https://living.unbound.org/Articles/2022/August/PovertyStoplight


 

 

This approach has helped over 19,000 families globally identify and overcome barriers to education. 

In Guatemala, for example, staff discovered that many families couldn’t articulate their most pressing 

needs until they saw them visualized through the Stoplight tool. 

Unbound is also investing in literacy and leadership through programs that empower students to 

become changemakers in their communities. 

 
 

Kick Off the Year with Purpose and Excitement 

The mission of global classmates is to connect students globally to expand minds, hearts and hands. As 
you welcome students into your classroom, consider using the following activities to introduce them to 
the heart of the Global Classmates program.  

 

      Show & Tell 

Use one of these short, student-friendly videos to introduce Unbound’s mission and spark curiosity: 

“Hope in Every Step” (3:21) – An introduction to what guides our work helping to eliminate global poverty. 
“Empowering Families” (1:26) – A quick look at how Unbound’s support of sponsored friends and their 
families creates ripple effects that impact their communities. 
 

   Where Are Global Classmates From? 

Use the Unbound Map to show students where their Global Classmates live. Let them explore countries 
across Africa, Asia, and Latin America, and read a little more about what life is like there.  

 

    Get Excited to Write! 

The first letter to your sponsored friend is a big moment! Have students practice introducing themselves 
to their classmates by 

• Sharing which of the Unbound countries they would most like to visit  
• Share their favorite subjects and activities at school 
• Share their favorite things to do outside of school 
• Share things they would like to learn about their Global Classmate 

Encourage students to be curious, kind, and creative as they begin fostering a meaningful connection.  

 

FEEDBACK & CONTACT INFORMATION 

https://www.unbound.org/news-stories/child-sponsorship/overcoming-poverty-with-literacy
https://vimeo.com/1047619135?fl=pl&fe=sh
https://vimeo.com/1097960462?fl=pl&fe=sh
https://www.unbound.org/about/approach


 

 

We need your feedback! To help us better serve you and enhance our collaboration, we kindly request 
that you complete a brief 10-minute survey. Your feedback is crucial for us to understand your 
experiences and tailor our support to better meet your needs.  

 

Your Global Classmates Support Team:  

 
Meet Brent Graham (brentg@unbound.org) and Ariel (Ari) Griffin 

(arielg@unbound.org), the program leads for Global 
Classmates. Brent works with schools in Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, and Indiana, while Ari supports schools in all other 
states. They can assist you with curriculum and programmatic 
needs, fundraising for education, and transitioning Global 
Classmates to community partners.  

 
 
 

 

https://forms.microsoft.com/r/1uZP52eu5m
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