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Activity: Background

“How can learning about different celebrations help us understand and appreciate other people’s 
traditions and cultures?”

Time: 5 minutes Teacher can ask verbally or put on the 
board/PPT slide

Resources: 

LESSON PLAN: 

Unbound Global Competency Standards Exit Ticket:

Content Standard(s)

Grade: 4th-5th

Learn About 
Different Cultures
LP 1: Appreciate diverse perspectives and worldviews.

Writing reflection

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4 or 5 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text.
ACTFL Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures. This standard emphasizes understanding 
the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied, which aligns well with the 
lesson’s focus on the Lunar New Year and its cultural significance.*

Total Time: 50 minutes

Content: Informational 
Reading, Speaking and 
Listening in Spanish

Activity: Learning Activity

Briefly introduce the topic: “Today, we’ll learn more about Barranquilla’s Carnaval, a celebration 
observed in Colombia, and explore its significance.”

Show a short video clip of Barranquilla’s Carnaval celebration in Colombia. Ask students to turn and 
talk about the questions:

•	 “What do you notice about this celebration?”
•	 “Have you ever celebrated a holiday that feels special in your family? What makes it meaningful?”

Time: 10 minutes Resources: Barranquilla carnival celebrates 
Colombian folklore (2:34 minutes)
Could post questions on PPT slide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scR5DzCjZUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scR5DzCjZUI
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Cultural Practices: Each group will choose one of the following cultural practices from Barranquilla’s 
Carnaval to explore:

•	 Parades and Costumes: The vibrant parades and elaborate costumes that are a hallmark of the 
celebration.

•	 Music and Dancing: The traditional music and dances, such as cumbia and mapalé, performed 
during the carnival.

•	 Masquerades: The use of masks and the significance behind them.
•	 The Burial of Joselito Carnaval: The symbolic end of the carnival with the burial of Joselito 

Carnaval.

Discussion: Each group discusses their chosen practice and explains its significance using details or 
examples from the article.

•	 What cultural practices from the article stood out to you, and why are they meaningful?
•	 Can you connect any of these practices to something you or your family do?
•	 Why might these practices be important to the people who celebrate them?

Activity: Practice 

Resources: Time: 15 minutes Distribute the Carnaval Research 
Worksheet to each group through 
an online platform like Google 
Classroom. Alternatively, you will 
need to provide a QR code or print 
the articles for classrooms that do 
not incorporate technology.

Provide students with index cards. They will share with the class and then respond to the following 
prompt. 

Prompt:
“Choose one cultural practice from another group and explain its significance. Then, share how 
understanding different celebrations helps us appreciate diverse perspectives and worldviews.”

Activity: Exit Ticket 

Time: 20 minutes Resources: Index Cards
Prompt written on the board

*As of January 2025, the content standards for GC world language lessons are based on the ACTFL World-Readiness Standards for 
Learning Languages.
Unauthorized reproduction, distribution, or duplication of any part of the Global Classmates resources without explicit written 
permission from Unbound is strictly prohibited.


