
Connecting students globally to expand minds, hearts and hands.

Unbound Global Classmates

STUDENT ACTIVITY

Empathy and Apathy Scenarios

Scenario 1: Water Scarcity

Scenario 2: Newcomer Challenges

Empathy Scenarios for Late Primary: Global and Cultural Issues

Apathy Vs. Empathy

Lila lives in a small village where clean water is hard to find. Every morning, she walks for miles with her family 
to collect water from a well. Sometimes the well runs dry, and they must find another source. Lila wishes she had 
more time to play and learn, but fetching water is part of her daily routine.
Questions: 

•	 How do you think Lila feels about walking such long distances every day?
•	 What would you do if you didn’t have enough clean water at home?
•	  How can people help others who don’t have access to clean water?

Amir and his family had to leave their home because of a war in their country. Now, they live in a small 
apartment in a new city where they don’t speak the language. Amir feels nervous at school because he doesn’t 
know anyone and struggles to understand his classmates.
Questions: 

•	 How do you think Amir feels in his new school?
•	 What could you do to help Amir feel more comfortable if he were in your class?
•	 Why is it important to welcome people from different places?

Empathy scenarios highlight situations where students face hardship or discomfort in 
areas of their life that students will be able to understand and relate to in various ways. 
These are designed to encourage students to practice apathy through discussion and 
imagined scenarios.

WALK IN MY SHOES
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Unbound Global Classmates

Scenario 1: Ignoring Water Scarcity

Scenario 2: Not Helping a New Classmate

Apathy Scenarios for Late Primary: Global and Cultural Issues

Sam’s teacher talks about how some children around the world don’t have clean water and must walk long 
distances to fetch it. Sam shrugs and says, “That’s not my problem. I can just turn on the faucet anytime I want.”
Questions: 

•	 Why do you think Sam feels this way about the issue?
•	 How could Sam’s attitude change if he imagined what it’s like to live without clean water?
•	 Why is it important to care about problems that don’t directly affect us?

Aya, a new student from another country, joins the class. She struggles to speak English and often sits alone. 
When the teacher asks if someone can help Aya with classwork, nobody volunteers. Some students whisper, 
“Why should we help her? She’s not like us.”
Questions: 

•	 How might Aya feel when no one helps her?
•	 Why is it harmful to ignore someone just because they’re different?
•	 What could students do to make Aya feel included and supported?

Apathy scenarios highlight situations where a lack of care or concern for global or 
cultural issues can lead to misunderstanding, neglect, or harm. These are designed to 
encourage students to recognize apathy and discuss ways to be more understanding and 
compassionate.
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