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Global Classmates
Global Competency Standards

Our lessons at the primary level (grades 1-5) focus on developing the
skill of critical thinking and the foundational value of kindness. Critical
thinking in a global context involves analyzing information, questioning
assumptions, and making reasoned decisions. It helps students
understand diverse perspectives and recognize the interconnectedness
of global issues. Kindness involves showing consideration and respect for
others, fostering a sense of community and cooperation. It encourages
students to appreciate cultural diversity and
engage empathetically with peers from different cu\t“'a‘U“de"Stand,-,,g
backgrounds.

At the secondary level (grades 6-12), students
advance from critical thinking to problem-solving
and from kindness to empathy. Problem-solving
builds on critical thinking by encouraging students
to identify challenges, explore solutions, and

take action. It prepares them to address complex
global issues and contribute positively to their
communities. Empathy involves understanding and Problem-
sharing the feelings of others, promoting deeper Solving
connections and mutual respect. It enables students
to see themselves as inextricably linked to students
around the world, moving from a state of awareness
to action.

These standards build on one another, ensuring
that students develop a deeper understanding and more complex skills

as they progress through each educational stage. They are based on
research conducted by the International Society for Technology in
Education, OxFam UK Global Citizenship Guides, and the Asia Society
Global Competency Framework. By fostering critical thinking, kindness,
problem-solving, and empathy, we empower students to make meaningful
contributions to their communities and the world.
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Global Classmates Themes
1. Cultural Understanding

Recognizing and respecting the diversity of cultures around the world is essential. Global Classmates connects students by
helping them appreciate different cultures and traditions, ultimately promoting mutual respect and understanding.
= EP2: Recognize and respect cultural diversity.
LP1: Appreciate diverse perspectives and worldviews.
MS3: Analyze the impact of globalization on cultures and societies.
HS4: Engage in intercultural exchanges and experiences.

2. Socio-Emotional Skills

Developing empathy, respect, and effective communication skills is crucial. Global Classmates fosters socio-emotional
skills by encouraging students to form meaningful connections with peers emphasizing compassion and solidarity with
those in need.

® EP4: Understand the importance of sharing and cooperation.
LP5: Show respect and empathy in diverse social interactions.
MS5: Reflect on personal identity and its relation to global citizenship.
HS3: Advocate for human rights and social justice.

3. Digital Literacy

Using digital tools and platforms to communicate and collaborate globally is vital. Global Classmates enhances students’
digital literacy by leveraging technology to connect sponsors and sponsored friends and facilitating online interaction,
preparing them for a connected world.

EP3: Show curiosity about different cultures and traditions (through digital exploration).

LP4: Develop basic digital literacy skills for global communication.

MS4: Develop advanced digital literacy skills for global collaboration.

HS1: Conduct in-depth research on global issues and propose solutions.

4. Global Citizenship

Understanding one's role and responsibilities in a global community is fundamental. Global Classmates instills a sense of
global citizenship in students, encouraging them to engage with global issues and empowers school partners to take active
roles in their communities and beyond.

® EP1: Understand basic concepts of local and global communities.
LP2: Engage in effective communication across cultures.
MS1: Understand and appreciate the historical context of global issues.
HS5: Reflect on the role of global citizenship in personal and professional life.

5. Sustainable Development

Promoting practices that support the environment is key. Global Classmates educates students about the impact of human
activities on the environment and encourages them to partner with Unbound in supporting sustainable development
initiatives that improve the lives of families in developing countries.

= EP5: Recognize the role of family and community in shaping identity (including environmental values).
LP3: Understand the impact of human activities on the environment.
MS2: Participate in service-learning projects that address global challenges.
HS2: Lead initiatives that address local and global challenges.
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Standards by Age Group

1st through 3rd Grade (Early Primary - EP)

EP1: Understand basic concepts of local and global communities.

EP2: Recognize and respect cultural diversity.
EP3: Show curiosity about different cultures and traditions.
EP4: Understand the importance of sharing and cooperation.

EP5: Recognize the role of family and community in shaping identity.

4th & 5th Grade (Late Primary - LP)

LP1: Appreciate diverse perspectives and worldviews.

LP2: Engage in effective communication across cultures.

LP3: Understand the impact of human activities on the environment.
LP4: Develop basic digital literacy skills for global communication.

LP5: Show respect and empathy in diverse social interactions.

6th through 8th Grade (Middle School - MS)
MS1: Understand and appreciate the historical context of global issues.
MS2: Participate in service-learning projects that address global challenges.
MS3: Analyze the impact of globalization on cultures and societies.
MS4: Develop advanced digital literacy skills for global collaboration.

MS5: Reflect on personal identity and its relation to global citizenship.

9th through 12th Grade (High School - HS)
HS1: Conduct in-depth research on global issues and propose solutions.
HS2: Lead initiatives that address local and global challenges.
HS3: Advocate for human rights and social justice.
HS4: Engage in intercultural exchanges and experiences.

HS5: Reflect on the role of global citizenship in personal and professional life.

Unauthorized reproduction, distribution, or duplication of any part of the Global Classmates resources without explicit written permission
from Unbound is strictly prohibited.
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