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LESSON PLAN:

Exploring Cultural Traditions
and Environmental Impact

Unbound Global Competency Standards

EP 3: Show curiosity about different cultures and
traditions

Content Standard(s)

NGSS 3-LS4-4: Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a
problem caused when the environment changes and the types of
plants and animals that live there may change.*
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(/) Content: Science

Grade: Tst-3rd

Assessment:
Exit Ticket: Environment Impact Worksheet

®

Total Time: 20 minutes

O—/Activity: Background

use later.

Greeting and Objective: Welcome the students and explain that today they will learn about how
different cultures celebrate traditions and how these traditions can affect the environment.

Engage: Show pictures or artifacts from various cultures. Ask students: Do you recognize any of
them? What do you know about these cultures? Have one picture or artifact for every four students to

@ Time: 3 minutes Resources: Artifacts or images of items from the

celebrations in the book “Let's Celebrate.”
These include:

* Mochi or Koinobori

* Paper Lanterns or Fireworks

s Earth Ovens or Kites

* Conch Shell or Aya Huma Mask

* Costumes, Masks & Floats

* Maypole or Smorgasbord

* Food or Fire Jumping

* Matzah or Seder

* Yams or Ahiajoku

* Ded Moroz or New Year Trees

* Ballons & Sweets

= Ofrendas, Sugar Skulls or Marigolds

= Rangoli or Oil Lamps /
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O+ Activity: Learning Activity

~

@ Time: 5 minutes

o

Read Along: Read “Let's Celebrate” by Kate DePalma or use the video link to access the read-along.

Discussion: Ask students questions about the story. How do the people in the story celebrate?
Define and provide examples of natural resources for the students and ask: v

Resources: \Video — “Let's Celebrate - Read Along”

OR
Borrow book from the library

/

O—/Activity: Practice

~

of chart paper.

@ Time: 7 minutes

.

Group Work: Divide students into small groups. Give each group a picture or artifact and a piece

Explore and Share: Begin by defining natural resources (natural resources are materials found in
nature that can be used by people, and include things like plants, animals, soil, water, minerals,

air and energy sources). Then ask each group to discuss how the tradition in their picture might
use natural resources or affect the environment. Have them draw their ideas on the chart paper.

Presentation: Have a few groups present their findings to the class.
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https://youtu.be/OT0uaNKvjQQ?si=X1HHsCxMn2W5eWe_
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Activity: Assessment

~

o

Worksheet: Hand out an assessment worksheet for students to analyze their own holiday
traditions. As students work, circulate and ask them follow-up questions:

What is the holiday or celebration you chose?

What tradition have you depicted?

What natural resources does this tradition use?

What is the impact of this tradition on the environment?

What could you do differently to make this tradition more environmentally friendly?
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@ Time: 5 minutes Resources: Exit Ticket — Environmental Impact
of Your Cultural Traditions

/

*As of January 2025, the content standards for GC math, science and ELA lessons are based on the state of Kansas. It is likely
there are similar standards in each state.
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